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and who is represented in Scripture, and in the Fathers, as the concentration of every thing impious, cruel, and abominable. It is also used by St. John to denominate every one who denies the Incarnation of the Eternal So is of GOD.
ANTINOMIANS, those who maintain that the law is of no use or obligation under the Gospel dispensation, or who hold doctrines that clearly supersede the necessity of good works. The Antinomians took their origin from John Agricola, about the year 1538, who taught that the law is no way necessary under the Gospel; that good works do not promote our salvation, nor ill ones hinder it; that repentance is not to be preached from the decalogue, but only from the Gospel. This sect sprang up in England during the protectorate of Cromwell, and even now exists within the Church as well as without her pale.
ANTI-PCEDO BAPTISTS. Heretics who are opposed to the baptism of infants. In this country this sect arrogate to themselves the title of BAPTISTS par excellence, as though none other body of Christians baptized : just as the Socinians extenuate their heresy by calling themselves Unitarians; thereby insinuating that those who hold the mystery of the HOLY TKINITY do not believe in ONE GOD.
ANTIPHON, or ANTIPHONY. The chant or alternate singing of a Christian choir. This is the most ancient form of Church music. The custom is said, by Socrates, the historian, to have been first introduced among the Greeks by Ignatius, and among the Latins by St. Ambrose. Theodoret attributes the practice to Diodorus and Flavian. That the chanting of the Psalms alternately is even older than Christianity, cannot be doubted, for the custom prevailed in the Jewish Temple. Many of the Psalim are actually composed in alternate verses, evidently with a view to their being used in a responsive manner. In the early days of the Christian Church, this practice was adopted and became universal. St. Basil tells us that in his time, the Christians, "rising from their prayers, proceeded to singing of psalms, dividing themselves into two parts, and singing by turns." And Tertullian remarks, that " when one side of the choir sing to the other, they both provoke it by a holy contention, and relieve it by a D 2